Welcome to First Baptist Church!

Welcome to First Baptist Church, where we celebrate God’s love and
Christ’s salvation, engage in ministry near and far, and empower each
person to be the good news of Jesus Christ in Vero Beach. Please see an
usher for any concerns, and fill out a Connection Card for the offering plate.

We welcome children in our worship services: The presence of children is a
gift, and we celebrate their wiggles, cries, and play as we teach them how
to “play” and be the church! We hope that you feel the warm embrace of
the First Baptist family and grow deeper in the Lord. Nursery is provided for
infants and preschool children in both services.

This Week’s Opportunities

Sunday, February 1, 2026

9:15 AM The Gathering

9:30 AM Sunday School

9:30 AM Worship Team Warmup
10:00 AM Choir Warmup
10:30 AM Worship Service

Monday, February 2, 2026
6:00 PM Risk Takers for Christ
6:30 PM Men’s Bible Study
7:00 PM TCC Rehearsal

Tuesday, February 3, 2026
7:30 AM Men’s Prayer
6:30 PM Ladies Devotions

Wednesday, February 4, 2026
3:45 PM Clothing Room Opens
5:00 PM Wednesday Friends
5:00 PM Fellowship Dinner
5:45 PM Prayer & Bible Study
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, February 5, 2026
6:30 PM Youth Group

Saturday, February 7, 2026
10:00 AM Ladies Sewing

Sewing *

Saturday, February 7, 2026 at 10:00 AM

We are getting together in the Family Life
Center this Saturday to sew. We do have a
couple of extra sewing machines and some
fabric that is available for usage. Come and
join us! We have a great time of creative
fellowship! Call Millie at 772.321.3261 for

any questions.

Wednesday
Fellowship Dinner - 5:00 PM

Chicken pot pie, salad, roll/butter, &
dessert - Supper $8 each

Deacon of the Week
Alice Bays

Men’s Bible Studies * Mondays at
6:30 PM and Tuesdays at 7:30 AM
Get into God’s word and join in
accountability as “iron sharpens
iron” in several small groups that
meet in the Executive Library.
Tuesday group goes to breakfast
after Bible devotion and prayer.

Youth Fellowship
Thursdays 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM

Middle and High School youth are
invited to the gym with the Youth
Team for a time of fellowship,
devotional, and fun. Email Kristina
LaGuardia for more details at
familyminister@fbcvero.org

Office Supplies
The church office is

in need of letter
size, 20lb weight,
white copy paper.
If you would like to
donate some paper, please drop it
by the office. Thank you!

First
Bapuist

2206 16th Avenue
Vero Beach, FL 32960
772.567.4341
www.fbcvero.org

News and Notes

Guest Preacher, Rev. Kevin Kroitor, Today at 10:30 AM

The Personnel Committee and Sabbatical Team are excited to present to the
congregation Rev. Kevin Kroitor as the Sabbatical Interim Pastor while Pastor Joe is
away from July 13 - Sept. 6, 2026. Rev. Kroitor currently serves as Director for Youth
for Christ here on our campus. Kevin is also a pastor in Belle Glade. He will join us on
a Wednesday night in the spring so you can spend more time with him.

Sign Up Today for Our New Photo Directory * February 19 - 21, 2026

We are putting together a new photo directory with Universal

Church Directories, and we need everyone to sign up for a

sitting! There are three different days that you are able to sign k

up with your family to get your photo taken from Feb. 19—21.

Please sign up online: E
e Visit www.ucdir.com

Click “Photography Sign-Up”

Church Code: FL1098

Password: photos

FREE 8 X 10 Portrait!

First Baptist Church Apparel: Mission T-Shirts, Dress Shirts and Golf Shirts!

Let the community know that First Baptist Church is on mission! We now have the
ability to purchase shirts and apparel online through Scott's Sporting Goods! Choose
from a variety of styles, colors, and price points. Find our online store on our website
homepage. Order t-shirts through the church office.

One Service and Church-Wide Lunch: Honoring Deacon Emeriti *

Sunday, February 22, 2026 at 10:30 AM

There will be one service with communion, followed by a lunch and brief Church
Conference. Lunch will honor Deacon Emeriti for this season of honors: Deacon
Emeriti include: Judy Henderson, Mayme Hunt, and Charlotte Selph; posthumously:
Roy Howard, Sr., Ralph Lindsey, Jim Sherwood, and Jim Young.

Wednesday Bible Study Series * at 5:45 PM

Our new missions theme on "Arise!" is for the entire church, encouraging everyone
to think intentionally about growing our church and God's kingdom. Wednesday
Bible studies will provide the blueprint for growth and discipleship.

Sunday Prayer Ministry *

Prayer Chapel after Worship, 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

Anyone who needs prayer may join our prayer warriors in the Prayer Chapel every
Sunday after worship. Our prayer warriors are Sheryl Farrington, Chris and Carla
Rumas, and Dr. Cristina McClure (playground).

Clothes Closet Needs

The clothing closet is in need of men's winter clothes (sweaters, sweat shirts, and
jackets). All sizes are accepted (but medium, large and extra-large are in high
demand). Thank you in advance!

Your Ministry Team is here for you!

We have an active staff interested in helping to meet your needs and be accessible
for ministry. Our weekly routine provides for ministers to be available on campus
throughout the day. Kristina is primarily available in the mornings and noon. Pastor
Joe is available in the late morning to afternoon. Dr. Carter is available in afternoon
into evening. Pat and Millie are available during business hours. The office is closed
on Friday, but we remain on call. Please let us know how we can serve you!

The Worship of God

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 1, 2026

"Faith isn't believing
without proof —
it's trusting

without reservation.'

William Sloane Coffin



Meet Rev. Kevin Kroitor...

Today we welcome Rev. Kevin Kroitor to the pulpit. The Personnel
Committee and Sabbatical Team unanimously recommend Pastor Kevin
to fill in as our “Sabbatical Interim Pastor” while Pastor Joe goes on an
eight-week Sabbatical from July 13" — September 5 of this year.

Pastor Kevin serves as the Executive Director of Indian River County Youth
for Christ. The Youth for Christ offices are on the second floor of our
education wing. He is also Senior Pastor of Belle Glade Christian Alliance
Church, and is currently pursuing his PhD in theology and apologetics
from Liberty University.

As Sabbatical Interim Pastor, Pastor Kevin will provide leadership to the
staff and the congregation, coordinate with our committees, volunteers,
and ministers, and work with deacons for pastoral visitations, Wednesday
Bible Study, and Sunday service leadership.

First Baptist Church follows the Christian Calendar, which proclaims God’s Great
Story of Redemption and helps mark the seasons of our life together. Today is
the Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany in the Christian Year. Epiphany celebrates
the manifestation of Jesus Christ to the world. In the Season after Epiphany we
continue that emphasis, calling attention to how the church presents Christ to
the world. The color for this Sunday is green, which is symbolic of the growth of
Christ’s renown.

Pastoral Ministry Team

Rev. Dr. Joe LaGuardia, Rev. Dr. Michael Carter,
Dr. Ray Adams and Rev. Kristina LaGuardia

Ministry Assistants
Millie Portante,
Pat Smith and Roy Strickland

Worship Team
Dr. Ray Adams, Judy Carter, Lance Lunceford, Richie Mola,

Joey Rumberger, and Billy Smith

Technical Support Team
Jim Aldendorf, Roger Butler, Abigail Gast,
Hayden LaGuardia, Philip Smith, and Stephen Smith

First Baptist Church Preschool
René LaRosa and Leeanne Parrish

FBC Kids Staff
Kim Piscitelli, Zoe Gordon, Sam Guymon and Shyanna Nowell

Youth Volunteers
Willow Brown, Ali Crawford, Teagan Davis,
Dylan Johnson and Myla Wortham

10:30 AM Worship Service

Music Upon Gathering Congregation & Worship Team
What a mighty God we serve, what a mighty God we serve;
Angels bow before Him, heaven and earth adore Him,

What a mighty God we serve! (repeat)

This is holy ground; we’re standing on holy ground, for the Lord is present
and where God is is holy. This is holy ground; we’re standing on holy
ground, for the Lord is present and where God is is holy.

We are standing on holy ground, and | know that there are angels all
around. Let us praise Jesus now; we are standing in God’s presence on
holy ground. We are standing in God’s presence on holy ground.

Standing on the promises of Christ my King, through eternal ages let His
praises ring; glory in the highest | will shout and sing, standing on the
promises of God. Standing, standing, standing on the promises of God my
Savior; standing, standing, I'm standing on the promises of God.

Standing on the promises that cannot fail, when the howling storms of
doubt and fear assail, by the living Word of God | shall prevail, standing
on the promises of God. Standing, standing, standing on the promises of
God my Savior; standing, standing, I'm standing on the promises of God.

Welcome and Invocation Rev. Kevin Locker

Worship Sentences Rev. Kevin Locker

Leader: God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy
power!

People: Crown thine ancient church’s story; bring her bud to
glorious flower.

Leader: We gather in a world needing wisdom, seeking courage for
the facing of this hour.

People: Free our hearts from fears that bind us; free our hearts to
faith and praise.

Leader: Set our feet on lofty places. Bring us to Your kingdom's goal!

People: Let the gift of your salvation be our glory evermore.

Leader: Grant us wisdom, grant us courage.

People: Serving you whom we adore!

*Hymn of Worship (# 395) CWM RHONDDA

God of Grace and God of Glory

Choral Affirmation Sanctuary Choir

Lord, Here Am | (John Nesss Beck)

*Hymn of Affirmation (# 621) LANCASHIRE
Lead On, O King Eternal

The Tithes and Offerings of a Grateful, Generous People

*Offertory Prayer Alice Bays
Offertory Judy Carter, piano
*Doxology (# 253) OLD 100TH
Children’s Sermon Patti Carter
Pastoral Prayer Rick Vavak
Introduction of Guest Preacher Jonnie Hill

Personnel Committee

Sermon - Exodus 3:1 - 4:17 (OT p. 39) Rev. Kevin Kroitor

“Surrendering Your Doubts”
Invitation Rick Vavak

*Time of Invitation (# 305) ASSAM
| Have Decided to Follow Jesus

Ministry Opportunities Rev. Dr. Michael Carter

Benediction Rev. Kevin Kroitor

*Closing Affirmation (# 462) MALOTTE
Our Father, which art in heaven...
*Music upon Departure

Songs and words used with permission. CCLI # 1219241

*All who are able, please stand. Streaming License #20363780

Our Mission
To worship God and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ through word and
action with our local community and around the world.




