Welcome to First Baptist Church!

Welcome to First Baptist Church, where we celebrate God’s love and
Christ’s salvation, engage in ministry near and far, and empower each
person to be the good news of Jesus Christ in Vero Beach. Please see an
usher for any concerns, and fill out a Connection Card for the offering plate.

We welcome children in our worship services: The presence of children is a
gift, and we celebrate their wiggles, cries, and play as we teach them how
to “play” and be the church! We hope that you feel the warm embrace of
the First Baptist family and grow deeper in the Lord. Nursery is provided for
infants and preschool children in both services.

This Week’s Opportunities
Sunday, June 28, 2026

7:45 AM Worship Team Warmup

8:30 AM Worship Service

9:15 AM The Gathering

9:30 AM Sunday School
10:00 AM Summer Choir Warmup (Sanctuary)
10:30 AM Worship Service

4:00 PM Online Sunday School

Monday, June 29, 2026
6:00 PM RiskTakers for Christ
6:30 PM Men’s Bible Study

Tuesday, June 30, 2026
7:45 AM Men’s Prayer (Waterfall Diner)

Wednesday, July 1, 2026
3:45 PM Clothing Room Opens
5:00 PM Wednesday Friends

Thursday, July 2, 2026
6:30 PM Youth Worship

Friday, July 3, 2026
12:00 PM July 4th Celebration
Church Office will be CLOSED

First Baptist Church
2206 16th Avenue
772-567-4341
www.fbcvero.org

Arise

AND WE WILL BUILD!

Hurricane Season is Here!

We want to remind everyone that
hurricane season is from June 1 to
November 30. Please be sure to
stock up on supplies such as water,
food, batteries, medications, pet
food, etc.

Supper in July
NO Supper or Bible Study in July

See you Wednesday, August 5, 2026

Deacons of the Week
Tommy/Dominica Anderson

Birthday Wishes

June/July Nonagenarians (90-99)
We would like to say Happy
Birthday to our nonagenarian
members:

Sam Nall—June 6 (91)

Tom Smith—July 1 (90)

Beverly Adkins—July 4 (97)

This season, we’re challenging our church to “Arise and Build!” in unity,
discipleship, and generosity. Over the summer, the Stewardship
Committee is encouraging everyone to prayerfully show unity by giving
$15.00 per week above tithes to fulfill all of the church’s ministry needs!

YTD Expenditures: $332,095
YTD Receipts: $297,802

News and Notes

Independence Day Celebration * Friday July 3, 2026 at 12:00 PM AMERICA
Celebrate Independence Day with us during a time of food,
fellowship and fun. We will meet in the Family Life Center. This '7/-\""\ @.»
event is sponsored by the Senior Adult Committee. The church ""'.._:"../J
office will be closed on this day.

One Worship Service/Communion * Sunday, July 5, 2026 at 10:30 AM
Join us for ONE worship service at 10:30 AM. Sunday School classes meet as
scheduled. Pastries and coffee are in the Family Life Center starting at 9:15 AM.

College-Career Lunch and Karaoke * Sunday, July 5, 2026 at 12:30 PM
The LaGuardias are hosting college-career young adults for lunch and karaoke this
Sunday at 12:30 PM. RSVP with Pastor Joe or Kristina to get the address.

Learn more about our Baptist Fragile Freedomes...
This month, in honor of the 250th anniversary of our nation, we will focus on our
Baptist “fragile freedoms” in Christ. To learn more, visit the “About Us” page on our
website at www.fbcvero.org/mission-and-values/

On the Road to Sabbatical

Pastor Joe will be on Sabbatical from July 13—Sept. 7. During this time, Rev. Kevin
Kroitor of Youth for Christ will be Sabbatical Interim Pastor. The Ministry Team is
excited to see how we experience God in the life of our church as we “Arise
together” in a season of renewal. Brochures are available in the Welcome Center.
Follow Pastor Joe on his sabbatical by visiting www.BaptistSpirituality.org.

Men'’s Bible Studies * Mondays at 6:30 PM and Tuesdays at 7:45 AM
Get into God’s word and join in accountability as “iron sharpens iron”. Monday group
meets in the executive library. Tuesday group meets at Waterfall Diner.

Youth Worship * Thursdays at 6:30 PM
Middle and High School youth are invited to the gym for a time of fellowship,
worship, and fun. Email for more details at familyminister@fbcvero.org

Wednesday Dinner and Bible Study * New season begins August 5, 2026 at 5:00 PM
Join Rev. Kevin Kroitor in August for an eight-week series on Christian Apologetics,
the defense of the Gospel. This follows Kevin’s doctoral work on such topics as the
historicity of Jesus and the resurrection; the accuracy of the Bible, and the formation
of a biblical worldview.

ICE (In Case of Emergency)

The church office would like to know the name and phone number of an individual to
call on your behalf in case of an emergency situation at the church. Please contact
the office to share this information. (772) 567-4341 office@fbcvero.org

Food Pantry
The first Sunday of each month is Food Sunday. Please bring non-perishable foods to
help keep our food pantry stocked. The Food Pantry is here to insure that those in
need will be fed. It is located at the north end of our Educational Building (B).
Food Pantry Hours:
Mon., Wed., & Fri. 9:00 AM -12:30 PM
and Tues. & Thurs. 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Committee Meetings
Tuesday, July 21, 2026 —6:00 PM Trustees Committee Meeting

ur
Ol Fooadoms

HOLY BIBLE

First
Bapust

The Worship of God
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
June 28, 2026
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8:30 AM Worship Service

Opening Praise - Send It On Down

Welcome and Invocation - Rev. Dr. Joe LaGuardia

Worship Songs - Shout to the Lord / Amazing Grace (My Chains...)
Ministry Moment - David Johnson, Stewardship Committee
Pastoral Prayer - Rev. Dr. Joe LaGuardia

Scripture Lesson - Acts 4:1-4 (NT p. 92) - Tommy Anderson
Message - “Bible Freedom” - Rev. Dr. Joe LaGuardia

Time of Response - Nothing But the Blood

Offertory Prayer - Tommy Anderson / Offertory - Band
Ministry Opportunities / Benediction - Rev. Dr. Joe LaGuardia
Closing Song - Send It On Down

Welcome to worship! First Baptist Church follows the Christian Calendar,
which proclaims God’s Great Story of Redemption and helps mark the
seasons of our life together. Today, in the Christian Calendar, is the Fifth
Sunday after Pentecost. The Sundays following Pentecost deal with the
Church’s work in the world. The Church acknowledges and engages the
words of Christ in Acts 1:8: empowered by the Spirit, Christ’s followers bear
witness of him to the ends of the earth. The color for this season is green,
signifying the growth of the Church. Cover photo by Priscilla Du Preez.

Pastoral Ministry Team:
Rev. Dr. Joe LaGuardia, Rev. Dr. Michael Carter,
Dr. Ray Adams and Rev. Kristina LaGuardia

Ministry Assistants:
Millie Portante, Pat Smith and Roy Strickland

Worship Team:

Dr. Ray Adams, Judy Carter, Lance Lunceford,
Richie Mola, Dezmond Moss, Joey Rumberger and
Billy Smith
Technical Support Team:

Jim Aldendorf, Roger Butler, Abigail Gast,
Hayden LaGuardia, Philip Smith, and Stephen Smith

First Baptist Church Preschool
Director René LaRosa and Assistant Director Chrissy Rogers

Nursery Workers
Kim Piscitelli, Zoe Gordon, Sam Guymon,
and Shyanna Nowell

Youth Volunteers
Willow Brown, Ali Crawford,
Teagan Davis and Dylan Johnson

10:30 AM Worship Service

Music Upon Gathering Joey Rumberger, organ

Opening Sentences

Leader: The Word of God is alive! It lives in the world today!
It’s burning and shining and speaking God’s truth.
The Word of God is alive.

People: Lord God, in our worship and in our living, may Your
Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path.

Leader: Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit, that in your
light we may see light and in your truth find freedom!

People: Eternal God, in the reading of the Scriptures, may your
Word be heard; in the meditations of our hearts, may
your Word be known; and in the faithfulness of our
lives, may your Word be shown. Amen.

(singing)
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my
path. Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto
my path.

Sing them over again to me, wonderful words of life; let
me more of their beauty see, wonderful words of life;
Words of life and beauty, teach me faith and duty:
beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of
life; beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words

of life.

Ancient words ever true, changing me and changing you;
we have come with open hearts, oh, let the ancient words
impart. (repeat)

The B-I-B-L-E, yes, that’s the book for me. | stand alone on
the Word of God, the B-I-B-L-E! (repeat) BIBLE!

Welcome and Invocation Rev. Dr. Joe LaGuardia

*Hymn of Praise (# 337) EL NATHAN
| Know Whom | Have Believed

Choral Affirmation Summer Choir
Order My Steps (arr. Jack Schrader)
Ministry Moment David Johnson

Stewardship Committee
Pastoral Prayer Rev. Dr. Joe LaGuardia

*Hymn of Affirmation (# 122)
Tell Me the Story of Jesus

STORY OF JESUS

*All who are able, please stand.

The Tithes and Offerings of a Grateful People

*Offertory Prayer Dominica Anderson

Offertory Joey Rumberger, organ
*Doxology (# 253) OLD 100TH
Children’s Sermon Patti Carter

Scripture Lesson - Acts 4:1-4 (NT p. 92) Dominica Anderson
Leader: This is the Word of God for the People of God
Response: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Rev. Dr. Joe LaGuardia
“Bible Freedom”

*Hymn of Response (# 352) ST. CATHERINE
Faith of Our Fathers

*Opportunities to Serve and Benediction Rev. Dr. Joe LaGuardia

*Closing Affirmation (# 579) SHINE
Lord, the light of your love is shining,
In the midst of the darkness, shining;
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us,
Set us free by the truth you now bring us;
Shine on me. Shine on me.

Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory;
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.

Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy;
Send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light!

*Music upon Departure Joey Rumberger, organ

Songs and words used with permission. CCLI # 1219241

Streaming License #20363780

The Bible is alive, it speaks to me;
It has feet, it runs after me;

It has hands, it lays hold on me.
Martin Luther

Summer Choir * 10:00 AM Each Sunday
The Sanctuary Choir, Bells and TCC are on holiday during the summer.
Summer Choir will be leading us in worship at the 10:30 AM service. We
invite all singers to join us in the choir loft at 10:00 AM every Sunday for a
brief rehearsal. For more information contact Rev. Dr. Michael Carter at
music@fbcvero.org

Our Mission
Our mission is to worship God and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ
through word and action with our local community and around the world.




