Welcome to First Baptist Church!

Welcome to First Baptist Church, where we celebrate God’s love and
Christ’s salvation, engage in ministry near and far, and empower each
person to be the good news of Jesus Christ in Vero Beach. Please see an
usher for any concerns, and fill out a Connection Card for the offering plate.

We welcome children in our worship services: The presence of children is a
gift, and we celebrate their wiggles, cries, and play as we teach them how

“play” and be the church! We hope that you feel the warm embrace of
the First Baptist family and grow deeper in the Lord. Nursery is provided for
infants and preschool children in both services.

This Week’s Opportunities
Sunday, August 2, 2026

7:45 AM Worship Team Warmup

8:30 AM Worship Service

9:15 AM The Gathering

9:30 AM Sunday School
10:00 AM Summer Choir Warmup (Sanctuary)
10:30 AM Worship Service

4:00 PM Online Sunday School

Monday, August 3, 2026
6:00 PM RiskTakers for Christ
6:30 PM Men'’s Bible Study
6:30 PM Missions Committee Meeting

Tuesday, August 4, 2026
7:45 AM Men’s Prayer (Waterfall Diner)

Wednesday, August 5, 2026
3:45 PM Clothing Room Opens
5:00 PM Wednesday Friends
5:00 PM Supper
5:45 PM Prayer & Bible Study

Thursday, August 6, 2026
6:30 PM Youth Worship

Arise

AND WE WILL BUILD!

Stock Up Now!
Hurricane Season is Here!

We want to remind everyone that
hurricane season is from June 1 to
November 30. Please be sure to
stock up on supplies such as water,
food, batteries, medications, pet
food, etc.

August 5
Meatloaf, mashed potatoes

w/gravy, green beans, roll/butter
& dessert

Deacon of the Week
Charlie Winters

Birthday Wishes
August Nonagenarians (90-99)

We would like to say Happy
Birthday to our nonagenarian
members:

Wanda Knight—August 21 (93)
Shirley Jones—August 22 (91)

Staff Birthdays
Kristina LaGuardia

August 13
Joey Rumburger
August 20
René LaRosa
August 21

This season, we’re challenging our church to “Arise and Build!” in unity,
discipleship, and generosity. Over the summer, the Stewardship
Committee is encouraging everyone to prayerfully show unity by giving
$15.00 per week above tithes to fulfill all of the church’s ministry needs!

YTD Expenditures: $407,117
YTD Receipts: $353,184

News and Notes

Wednesday Dinner and Bible Study * Begins August 5, 2026 at 5:00 PM
Join Rev. Kevin Kroitor in August for an eight-week series on, Christian Apologetics,
the defense of the Gospel, beginning Aug. 5th. This follows Kevin’s doctoral work on
such topics as the historicity of Jesus and the resurrection, the accuracy of the Bible,
and the formation of a biblical worldview. First dinner back is meatloaf!

Youth For Christ Prayer Walk * Saturday, August 8, 2026 at 8:30 AM

Join us for a morning of prayer, united as the body of Christ, as we lift up students
and teachers before the school year begins. This event will take place at the VB High
School, 1707 16th Street. Breakfast will be provided, as well as a YFC event tee for
those who need one. Free registration at www.yfcirc.com/united

Preschool Parent Orientation * Thursday, August 13, 2026 at 6:00 PM

First Baptist Church Preschool will hold their parent orientation meeting in the
church sanctuary. For more information, please email Preschool Director,
René LaRosa at fbcpreschool.org

Preschool Open House * Friday, August 14, 2026 at 9:00 AM
FBC Preschool will hold an open house for all incoming preschoolers and parents.
Open house is 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM in the Children’s Ministry Center, Building E.

VBHS Fighting Indians Football Breakfast Starts * Friday, August 14, 2026

Indian River County Sports Ministry will host a weekly breakfast during the High
School football season. Come and help serve the football team and cheerleaders as
they fellowship and hear an encouraging, Bible-based testimony. The day begins at
4:30 AM in the Family Life Center, Large Social Hall.

Save the Date! Ladies Tea/Brunch * Saturday, August 22, 2026 at 11:00 AM
All ladies are invited to come for tea and fellowship. Bring an elegant finger food and
a friend. We will meet in the Family Life Center. Dress for tea!

Interested in Women's Bible Study?

Our men’s studies began as a few church members saw a need and volunteered to
meet that need; we’re looking to do the same in women’s ministry! If you are
interested in facilitating a women’s Bible study weekly at First Baptist Church, please
see Kristina. Our goal is to have everyone in some form of disciple relationship,
whether it be on campus or beyond the campus, every week!

Men’s Bible Studies * Mondays at 6:30 PM and Tuesdays at 7:45 AM
Get into God’s word and join in accountability as “iron sharpens iron”. Monday group
meets in the executive library. Tuesday group meets at Waterfall Diner.

Youth Worship * Thursdays at 6:30 PM
Middle and High School youth are invited to the gym for a time of fellowship,
worship, and fun. Email for more details at familyminister@fbcvero.org

Sabbatical: A Season of Renewal

Pastor Joe will be on Sabbatical from July 13—Sept. 7. During this time, Rev. Kevin
Kroitor will serve as our Sabbatical Interim Pastor. Pastor Kevin is available on
campus during regular business hours. “Sabbatical Passports” are available. Follow
Pastor Joe at www.BaptistSpirituality.org.

Committee Meetings
Monday, August 3—6:30 PM Missions Committee Meeting

First Baptist Church
2206 16th Avenue
772-567-4341
www.fbcvero.org
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The Worship of God
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 2, 2026




8:30 AM Worship Service

Opening Praise - How Great Thou Art

Welcome and Invocation - Rev. Kevin Kroitor

Worship Songs - Shout to the Lord / Above All

Pastoral Prayer - Rev. Kevin Kroitor

Scripture Lesson - Colossians 1:15-17 (NT p. 155) - Charlie Winters
Message - “God Above All” - Rev. Kevin Kroitor

Time of Response - Set a Fire

Offertory Prayer - Charlie Winters / Offertory - Such An Awesome God
Ministry Opportunities - Rev. Kevin Kroitor

Closing Song - How Great Thou Art

Welcome to worship! First Baptist Church follows the Christian Calendar,
which proclaims God’s Great Story of Redemption and helps mark the
seasons of our life together. Today, in the Christian Calendar, is the Tenth
Sunday after Pentecost. The Sundays following Pentecost deal with the
Church’s work in the world. The Church acknowledges and engages the
words of Christ in Acts 1:8: empowered by the Spirit, Christ’s followers bear
witness of him to the ends of the earth. The color for this season is green,
signifying the growth of the Church. Playing piano in our services today are
Benjamin Etienne & Judy Carter. Thank you! Cover photo by Nate Rayfield.

Pastoral Ministry Team:
Rev. Dr. Joe LaGuardia, Rev. Kevin Kroitor, Rev. Dr. Michael Carter,
Dr. Ray Adams and Rev. Kristina LaGuardia

Ministry Assistants:
David DeGraeve, Millie Portante, Pat Smith and Roy Strickland

Worship Team:
Dr. Ray Adams, Judy Carter, Lance Lunceford,
Richie Mola, Dezmond Moss, Joey Rumberger and
Billy Smith

Technical Support Team:
Jim Aldendorf, Roger Butler, Abigail Gast,
Hayden LaGuardia, Philip Smith, and Stephen Smith

First Baptist Church Preschool
Director René LaRosa and Assistant Director Chrissy Rogers

Nursery Workers
Kim Piscitelli, Zoe Gordon, Sam Guymon and Shyanna Nowell

Youth Volunteers
Willow Brown, Ali Crawford,
Teagan Davis and Dylan Johnson

10:30 AM Worship Service

Music Upon Gathering Judy Carter, piano

Introit Summer Choir

Let All the World in Every Corner Sing  (arr. Carlton Young)

Opening Sentences
Leader: Come and worship Christ, the visible image of the invisible God, the
firstborn over all creation.

People: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation!

Leader: For by Him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible
and invisible. All things were created through Him and for Him.

People: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation!

Leader: O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord
our Maker!

People: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation!

Leader: Let everything that has breath praise the name of the Lord, for His
name alone is exalted!

People: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation!

*Hymn of Praise (# 14)
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

LOBE DEN HERREN

Welcome and Invocation Rev. Kevin Kroitor

Choral Affirmation Summer Choir
Thou Art Worthy  (Pauline Mills/Rick Powell)
Pastoral Prayer Paul Schlicht

*Hymn of Affirmation (# 589) LYONS
Ye Servants of God

The Tithes and Offerings of a Grateful People

*Offertory Prayer Charlie Winters
Offertory Judy Carter, piano
*Doxology (# 253) OLD 100TH
Children’s Sermon Patti Carter
Scripture Lesson - Colossians 1:15-17 (NT p. 155) Charlie Winters

Leader: This is the Word of God for the People of God
Response: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Rev. Kevin Kroitor
“God Above All”

*Hymn of Response (# 202, stanzas 1,3,4) CORONATION
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name

Opportunities to Serve Rev. Kevin Kroitor

*Closing Affirmation (# 462) MALOTTE
Our Father, which art in heaven...

*Music upon Departure Joey Rumberger, organ

Songs and words used with permission. CCLI # 1219241

*All who are able, please stand. Streaming License #20363780

God the uncreated One
The Author of salvation
Who wrote the laws of space and time
And fashioned worlds to His design
The One whom angel hosts revere
Hung the stars like chandeliers
Numbered every grain of sand
Knows the heart of every man
He is King forever!
He is King forever!
He is King forevermore!

Aaron Keyes & Pete James

Save the Date
Sunday * August 9, 2026 * 4:00 PM
Old-Fashioned “Favorite Hymn” Sing
Watch for more details

Summer Choir * 10:00 AM Each Sunday
The Sanctuary Choir, Bells and TCC are on holiday during the summer.
Summer Choir will be leading us in worship at the 10:30 AM service. We
invite all singers to join us in the choir loft at 10:00 AM every Sunday for a
brief rehearsal. For more information contact Rev. Dr. Michael Carter at
music@fbcvero.org

Our Mission
Our mission is to worship God and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ
through word and action with our local community and around the world.




