
News and Notes 

 

Interested in Women’s Bible Study?  
Our men’s studies began as a few church members saw a need and volunteered to 
meet that need; we’re looking to do the same in women’s ministry!  If you are 
interested in facilitating a women’s Bible study weekly at First Baptist Church, please 
see Kristina.  Our goal is to have everyone in some form of disciple relationship, 
whether it be on campus or beyond the campus, every week! 
 

Men’s Bible Studies * Mondays at 6:30 PM and Tuesdays at 7:45 AM 
Get into God’s word and join in accountability as “iron sharpens iron”. Monday group 
meets in the executive library. Tuesday group meets at Waterfall Diner. 
 

Wednesday Dinner and Bible Study * at 5:00 PM 
Join Rev. Kevin Kroitor for a series on Christian Apologetics, the defense of the 
Gospel. This follows Kevin’s doctoral work on such topics as the historicity of Jesus 
and the resurrection, the accuracy of the Bible, and the formation of a biblical 
worldview.   
 

Youth Worship * Thursdays at 6:30 PM  
Middle and High School youth are invited to the gym for a time of fellowship, 
worship, and fun. Email  for more details at familyminister@fbcvero.org 
 

Sabbatical: A Season of Renewal 
Pastor Joe is on Sabbatical from July 13—Sept. 7.  During this time, Rev. Kevin Kroitor 
is serving as our Sabbatical Interim Pastor. Pastor Kevin is available on campus during 
regular business hours. “Sabbatical Passports” are available.  Follow Pastor Joe at 
www.BaptistSpirituality.org.   
 

Sunday School, One Worship Service, Communion, Church Conference, Luncheon & 
Sabbatical Celebration * Sunday, September 13, 2026 
Join us for Sunday School at 9:30 AM and one worship service at 10:30 AM as we 
welcome home and celebrate Pastor Joe’s Sabbatical Journey! 
 

VBHS Fighting Indians Football Breakfast * Friday, September 4, 2026 
Indian River County Sports Ministry hosts a weekly breakfast during the High School 
football season. Come and help serve the football team and cheerleaders as they 
fellowship and hear an encouraging, Bible-based testimony.  The cooking begins at 
4:30 AM in the Family Life Center, Large Social Hall. 
 

In Case of Emergency 
The church office would like to know the name and phone number of an individual to 
call on your behalf in case of an emergency situation at the church. Please contact 
the office to share this information. (772) 567-4341 office@fbcvero.org 

 

2027 Budget Itinerary  
8/29 -   Budget Packets out to committees – call office to speak to Pat 
9/11 -   Budget Packets due to the office 
9/16 -   Budget Packets due to Stewardship Committee 
10/13 - Budget Packets presented to Church Council 
10/18 - Budget presented to the congregation 
11/15 - Budget Discussion 
11/22 - Budget Vote 
 
September is State Missions Offering Month 
Please use the special envelope in your offering packet 
or designate the funds in the memo portion of your 
check.  State Missions support disaster relief. 

 

 

Welcome to First Baptist Church! 
 

Welcome to First Baptist Church, where we celebrate God’s love and 
Christ’s salvation, engage in ministry near and far, and empower each 
person to be the good news of Jesus Christ in Vero Beach.  Please see an 
usher for any concerns, and fill out a Connection Card for the offering plate. 
 
We welcome children in our worship services: The presence of children is a 
gift, and we celebrate their wiggles, cries, and play as we teach them how 
to “play” and be the church!  We hope that you feel the warm embrace of 
the First Baptist family and grow deeper in the Lord.  Nursery is provided for 
infants and preschool children in both services.  

Arise 

Stock Up Now! 
Hurricane Season  is Here! 
We want to remind everyone that 
hurricane season is from June 1 to 
November 30. Please be sure to 
stock up on supplies such as water, 
food, batteries, medications, pet 
food, etc.  
 

September 2, 2026 Supper Menu 
Baked Tilapia or breaded scrod, 
cheese or plain grits, coleslaw         
& dessert - Suppers $8 each 

 

Deacon of the Week 
Tommy Anderson 
 

Birthday Wishes 
September Nonagenarian (90-99) 
We would like to say Happy 
Birthday to our nonagenarian 
member: 
Mayme Hunt—September 30 (90) 
 
The church office will be closed for 
Labor Day - Monday, September 7, 
2026. 
 
Offering Envelopes 
Please confirm by October 30, 2026 
that you would like to receive 2027 
offering envelopes. 

And we will build! 

This Week’s Opportunities 
Sunday, August 30, 2026 
   7:45 AM Worship Team Warmup 
   8:30 AM Worship Service 
   9:15 AM The Gathering  
   9:30 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM Summer Choir Warmup (Sanctuary) 
 10:30 AM Worship Service 
   4:00 PM Online Sunday School 
     

Monday, August 31, 2026 
   6:00 PM RiskTakers for Christ  
   6:30 PM Men’s Bible Study 
 

Tuesday, September 1, 2026  
   7:45 AM Men’s Prayer (Waterfall Diner) 
 

Wednesday, September 2, 2026  
   3:45 PM Clothing Room Opens 
   5:00 PM Wednesday Friends  
   5:00 PM Supper 
   5:45 PM Prayer & Bible Study 
   7:00 PM Sabbatical Choir Rehearsal 
 

Thursday, September 3, 2026  
   6:30 PM Youth Worship  
 

Friday, September 4, 2026 
   4:30 AM Football Breakfast 

 

The Worship of GodThis season, we’re challenging our church to “Arise and Build!” in unity, 
discipleship, and generosity. Over the summer, the Stewardship Committee is 
encouraging everyone to prayerfully show unity by giving $15.00 per week above 
tithes to fulfill all of the church’s ministry needs! 
 

 YTD Expenditures:   $452,238 
 YTD Receipts:   $397,749 

First Baptist Church * 2206 16th Avenue * Vero Beach, FL 32960 * 772-567-4341 
www.fbcvero.org 

The heavens declare the 

glory of God and the 

firmament proclaims 

God’s handiwork 

      Psalm 19:1 

mailto:office@fbcvero.org


8:30 AM Worship Service 

Opening Praise - Sunrise, Sunset                                                                                                    

Welcome and Invocation - Rev. Kristina LaGuardia 

Worship Songs - The Name of the Lord / Stand Up and Give Him the 

Praise 

Pastoral Prayer - Rev. Kevin Kroitor 

Scripture Lesson - Psalm 113  (OT p. 437-438) - Tommy Anderson 

Message - “Who is Like the Lord Our God?” - Rev. Kevin Kroitor 

Time of Response - There Is None Like You 

Offertory Prayer - Tommy Anderson / Offertory - Dr. Adams 

Ministry Opportunities - Rev. Kevin Kroitor 

Closing Song - May the Peace of God 

 

 

 

Welcome to worship! First Baptist Church follows the Christian Calendar, 

which proclaims God’s Great Story of Redemption and helps mark the 

seasons of our life together. Today, in the Christian Calendar, is the 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost. The Sundays following Pentecost deal 

with the Church’s work in the world. The Church acknowledges and engages 

the words of Christ in Acts 1:8: empowered by the Spirit, Christ’s followers 

bear witness of him to the ends of the earth. The color for this season is 

green, signifying the growth of the Church. Cover photo by Nate Rayfield. 

Pastoral Ministry Team:                                                                                          
Rev. Dr. Joe LaGuardia, Rev. Kevin Kroitor, Rev. Dr. Michael Carter, 

Dr. Ray Adams and Rev. Kristina LaGuardia  
 

Ministry Assistants:                                                                                                           
David DeGraeve, Millie Portante, Pat Smith and Roy Strickland 

 

Worship Team: 
Dr. Ray Adams, Judy Carter, Lance Lunceford, 

Richie Mola, Dezmond Moss, Joey Rumberger and                                                      
Billy Smith 

 

Technical Support Team: 
Jim Aldendorf, Roger Butler, Abigail Gast, 

Hayden LaGuardia, Philip Smith, and Stephen Smith 
 

First Baptist Church Preschool 
Director René LaRosa and Assistant Director Chrissy Rogers 

 

Nursery Workers 
Kim Piscitelli, Zoe Gordon, Sam Guymon and Shyanna Nowell  

 

Youth Volunteers 
Willow Brown, Ali Crawford, 

Teagan Davis and Dylan Johnson 

10:30 AM Worship Service 

 Music Upon Gathering          Dr. Ray Adams, organ 

   Call to Praise and Worship                          Summer Choir
   Praise Ye the Name of the Lord                     

   Opening Sentences                           

 Leader: Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; and God’s greatness is 

  unsearchable! 

 People: O Lord, there is none like Thee! 

 Leader: One generation shall praise Thy works to another, and shall declare 

  Thy mighty acts. 

 People: O Lord, there is none like Thee! 

 Leader: How wonderful are your thoughts, O God! 

 People: O Lord, there is none like Thee! 

 Leader: I will speak of the glorious honor of Thy majesty, and all people                

  shall speak of thy wondrous acts. 

 People: O Lord, there is none like Thee! 

 (Singing:) 

  I worship You, Almighty God: there is none like You! I worship You,   

  O Prince of Peace; that is what I want to do. I give You praise                

  for you are my righteousness. I worship You, Almighty God;                        

  there is none like You! (repeat) 

 *Hymn of Praise (# 10)  O STORE GUD 

  How Great Thou Art  

  Welcome and Invocation  Rev. Kristina LaGuardia 
  

  Choral Affirmation  Summer Choir

   Stand Up and Give Him the Praise (DeShazo / Smith) 

  Pastoral Prayer  Rev. Kevin Kroitor 

 *Hymn of Affirmation  (# 3)  JUDSON

  Worthy of Worship  

 The Tithes and Offerings of a Grateful People 

     *Offertory Prayer  Tommy Anderson

       Offertory   Dr. Ray Adams, organ

     *Doxology (# 253)  OLD 100TH 

   Scripture Lesson  - Psalm 113 (OT p. 437-438)  Tommy Anderson 

   Leader: This is the Word of God for the People of God 

   Response: Thanks be to God! 

 

   Sermon   Rev. Kevin Kroitor 

     “Who is Like the Lord Our God?” 

  *Hymn of Response (# 11)  AZMON

        My God, How Wonderful You Are                                             

    Opportunities to Serve  Rev. Kevin Kroitor 

  *Closing Affirmation (# 462)   MALOTTE

  Our Father, which art in heaven...                                                 

  *Music upon Departure                                                    Dr. Ray Adams, organ                                   
 Songs and words used with permission.    CCLI # 1219241                                                                                                          

 *All who are able, please stand.  Streaming License #20363780 

Our Mission  
Our mission is to worship God and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ through 

word and action with our local community and around the world. 

Music & Worship Ministry 
Special Choir Rehearsal for Sabbatical Sunday—September 2                                        

Last Sunday for Summer Choir—September 6 
Sabbatical Sunday (Welcome home, Pastor Joe!)—September 13 

 

There is none like you, O Lord,                                                              

nor are there any works like yours.                                                          

All the nations you have made                                                                       

shall come and bow down before you, 

O Lord,                                                                   

and shall glorify your name.                                                            

For you are great                                                

and do wondrous things;                                   

you alone are God! 

Deacon Nominations 
Deacons are servant-leaders in our church, and it is an honor to serve.  All of us 
have the potential to be a deacon, and it is God who provides the gifts to do so!  If 
you do not wish to serve, please contact the church office at office@fbcvero.org 
by Sunday, September 13, 2026. Candidates must be members of First Baptist 
Church for one year or longer.  They also must be at least 21 years of age.  


